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Kai Erikson, Series Editor
In 2005 Hurricane Katrina crashed into the Gulf Coast and precipitated the flooding of New Orleans. It was a
towering catastrophe by any standard. Some 1,800 persons were killed outright. More than a million were forced
to relocate, many for the remainder of their lives. A city of five hundred thousand was nearly emptied of life. The
storm stripped away the surface of our social structure and showed us what lies beneath—a grim picture of race,
class, and gender in these United States.
It is crucial to get this story straight so that we may learn from it and be ready for that stark inevitability, the next
time. When seen through a social science lens, Katrina informs us of the real human costs of a disaster and helps
prepare us for the events that we know are lurking just over the horizon. The Katrina Bookshelf is the result of a
national effort to bring experts together in a collaborative program of research on the human costs of the disaster.
The program was supported by the Ford, Gates, MacArthur, Rockefeller, and Russell Sage Foundations and sponsored by the Social Science Research Council. This is the most comprehensive social science coverage of a disaster
to be found anywhere in the literature. It is also a deeply human story.
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Culture, Comfort, and
Coming Home after Katrina

DI S P LA CE D
Life in the Katrina Diaspora

KATHERINE E. BROWNE

Standing in the Need

Children of Katrina

Left to Chance

Displaced

Is This America?

Culture, Comfort, and
Coming Home after
Katrina

by alice fothergill
and lori peek

Hurricane Katrina
and the Story of
Two New Orleans
Neighborhoods

Life in the Katrina
Diaspora

Katrina as Cultural
Trauma

by katherine e.
browne
This eloquent, in-depth account
of an extended African American
family’s grueling eight-year recovery from Katrina demonstrates
how greater cultural understanding would enable disaster
recovery organizations to better
serve affected communities.
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photos, 4 illustrations, 4 maps
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Following the lives of seven
representative children and teens
over several years, this engrossing book offers one of the only
long-term studies of how children
experience disasters and the personal and structural factors that
aid or hinder their recovery.
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by steve krollsmith, vern baxter,
and pam jenkins
With vivid, firsthand accounts
that illuminate the immediate,
mid-range, and long-term effects
of an unmitigated disaster, this
book describes how the residents of two African American
neighborhoods have experienced
Katrina and the long road to
recovery.

edited by lynn
weber and lori peek
Displaced is a moving ethnographic account of Hurricane
Katrina survivors rebuilding
their lives away from the Gulf
Coast.

2012
6 x 9 inches, 284 pages, 11 b&w
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by ron eyerman
Using cultural trauma theory,
this book explores how a wide
range of producers of media
and popular culture have challenged the meaning of Katrina,
in which the massive failure of
government officials to uphold
the American social contract
exposed the foundational racial
cleavage in our society.
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